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School experience for the student teachers is an 
essential part of their three years' primary 
teachers' course. During the teaching exper
iences, the students put into practice the theory 
and the knowledge they have acquired in the 
College classroom. 

The degree of development which the students 
achieve in their teaching experiences depends 
very much on the close collaboration between the 
schools, members of the staff, especially 
associate teachers and the student teachers. 

Year One 

Year One students are assigned to Suva schools 
for four half days each term. Each student is to 
teach a lesson during each day in infant classes. 
Afterwards, the coordinating staff and students 
evaluate the lessons. 

This exercise has been very useful as we can 
gauge right from year one those who are going to 
be good teachers. 

Year Two 

During the second tern, the students are sent to 
Vanua Levu and the interior of Viti Levu schools 
to teach for four weeks. This is their first major 
teaching practice. They teach classes 3, 4 and 5. 

Year Three 

The year three students do two four-week blocks 
of teaching practice. The first is taken in Term 
One and they teach in schools on the western side 
of Viti Levu. They teach classes 1 and 2. 

The second teaching practice is done in Term 
Three and is done in schools in and around Suva. 
They teach classes 6, 7 and 8. 

Schools are asked to send in the schemes of work 
of classes to be taught two weeks before teaching 
practice starts. During these two weeks the 
students do not attend lectures, but write lesson 
plans and prepare visual aids. All lesson plans 
are written fully and checked and signed by 
supervising lecturers before students leave the 
College. They can change and adapt the lesson 
plans to suit their pupils once in the school. 
Student teachers usually take over the class after 

a day's observation. 

Supervision 

Associate teachers are asked to observe the 
student teachers daily and at the end of the day, 
they discuss the day's experience. 

Associate teachers write weekly reports and 
recommendation that are forwarded to the 
College at the end of the teaching practice. 

Supervising lecturers visit the student teachers at 
least twice. Final assessments of students' work 
are made after reports from schools and 
supervising lecturers are received. Student 
teachers cannot graduate unless they pass two of 
the three major teaching experiences. 

Conclusion 

In conclusion, I can say that our practice teaching 
programme has been very successful. One of the 
reasons is that student teachers are sent to 
Catholic schools, where most of the teachers are 
past students of the College. In addition, there is 
good communication between the College and the 
host schools. 


