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Marine education can be described as a 
multidisciplinary and interdisciplinary subject that 
studies not only biological, chemical, geological and 
physical oceanography, but also includes maritime 
history, law, anthropology, sociology, economics, 
resource management, conservation, art, folklore, 
music, literature and language arts. It is the study of 
the interaction between humans and the marine 
environment. The goal of marine education is to 
create a public that is sensitive to and knowledgeable 
about marine affairs, as well as concerned and 
action-oriented. 

The ocean, as we all know, is an immense, powerful, 
mysterious and beautiful body of water. We tend to 
ignore the fact that the oceans of the world cover 
more than two-thirds of the earth's surface. The 
marine environment is not only beautiful, but it also 
provides us with food, energy, minerals and medicine. 
Coastal waters within 200 miles of land contain more 
than half the ocean's total biological productivity and 
supply nearly all the world's fish catch. 

Oceans and coastal zones are delicately balanced 
ecosystems that are being impacted by such activities 
as over-harvesting of fish and shellfish; disposal of 
marine debris, sewage, hazardous wastes and 
pesticides; and shoreline construction and 
development. 

Marine biological diversity is being threatened more 
than ever before. This is of major concern throughout 
the world. Life in the sea is vulnerable. Pacific 
countries are especially vulnerable because most 
have a very high ratio of sea to land. They are almost 
entirely coastal in nature; thus the importance of 
protecting marine biological diversity should not be 
underestimated. The marine environment is 
important to Pacific Islanders from ecological, 
economic, cultural, scientific and educational points 
of view. 

Education about marine environmental issues is 
therefore of paramount importance. To this end, the 
main aim of the Public Marine Education 
Programme is to develop and implement a marine 

education programme for schools and the general 
public in the Pacific. The programme development 
is currently based at the Institute of Education, but is 
also closely associated with the Marine Studies 
Programme. Full funding has been provided for a 
two-year period (1993-94) by the Canadian 
Government. 

Its activities include: workshops and regional 
meetings for teachers, advisory agencies and the 
general public; development and dissemination of a 
series of resource materials (including hands-on 
activities, videos, slides, audio-cassettes, word 
puzzles, games, colouring books, calendars, 
posters, brochures and booklets) and media 
programmes to promote awareness of marine 
environmental issues. There is also the bi-annual 
newsletter Pacific Ocean Voice. The newsletter 
serves as a source of curriculum material in that 
each issue focuses on a particular theme. The 
second issue, for example, focused on marine 
biodiversity. Besides offering teachers basic 
scientific information on the theme, there are field 
activities, colouring sheets, word puzzles, a list of 
sources of marine educational materials and a 
glossary of important marine biological terms. The 
activities are designed for both primary and 
secondary schools. School authorities and non-
formal educational organisations are encouraged 
to obtain this on a regular basis and request back 
issues. 

A one-week regional meeting for educators was 
held last year, July 5 to 9 at the USP. The following 
countries were represented: Cook Islands, Fiji, 
Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Niue, Papua New Guinea, 
Solomon Islands, Tokelau, Tonga, Tuvalu, Vanuatu 
and Western Samoa. Participants presented papers 
on the status of marine education in their countries. 
Lectures by guest speakers were on different topics 
of biological, chemical, geological, and physical 
oceanography as well as traditional ocean resource 
management, conservation and environmental 
issues. The programme included a field trip on an 
oceanographic research vessel, hands-on activities 
and video/slide presentations. 



During 1994, a series of in-country in-service 
workshops will be held. Several countries have 
expressed strong interest in conducting these 
workshops, which are very important in terms of 
familiarising teachers with marine education 
materials, information and activities as well as in the 
development of marine environmental curriculum 
materials in local languages. 

The Programme will also be working in co-operation 
with regional agencies such as SOPAC (South 
Pacific Applied Geoscience Commission), SPC 
(South Pacific Commission), SPREP (South Pacific 
Regional Environment Programme), FFA (Forum 
Fisheries Agency), and UNESCO (United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation). 
An initial meeting of Advisory Agencies was held in 
May, 1993 to discuss a plan of action for the Public 
Marine Education Programme and ways of co
ordinating activities. 

Marine education materials targeted specifically for 
the Pacific region which are now available include: 

1. Coral Reef Information Book 

2. South Pacific Ocean Alphabet Book 

3. Marine Life Colouring Book 

4. Basic Questions in Oceanography 

5. Marine Education Field Activities 

6. Save Our Coral Reefs - Public Marine 
Education Calendar 

7. Magnificent Willie Wentle Trap - Marine 
Educational Game 

8. Ocean Word Puzzles 

9. Reef Tips for Snorkellers and Divers 

The Public Marine Education Programme at the 
USP will be working in collaboration with the different 
Ministries of Education and Environment and 
Tourism or Fisheries to develop and implement 
marine education programmes for both schools 
and the public that are relevant to the Pacific. It is 
our intention to have programmes not only in the 
English language, but also in the vernacular 
languages of each country. Throughout my visits to 
several Pacific countries so far, I have found that 
marine environmental education is a major priority 
and interest, and the countries have been most 
receptive to the programme. 

Those interested in further information or who would 
like to contribute to this programme may contact: 

Dr Teny Topalian 
Co-ordinator 
Public Marine Education Programme 
Marine Studies 
The University of the South Pacific 
P.O. Box 1168 
Suva, Fiji 


