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The Solomon Islands College of Higher Education 
(SICHE) was established in 1984 through the 
amalgamation of a number of single-purpose training 
institutions which were formerly under the control of 
particular Ministries. Apart from courses available 
through extension from the University of the South 
Pacific, SICHE is the country's sole post-secondary 
provider. It now comprises seven schools -
Education and Cultural Studies, Nursing and Health 
Studies, Marine and Fisheries Studies, Natural 
Resources, Industrial Development, Finance and 
Administration, General Studies - and has an 
enrolment of approximately 1200 equivalent full-
time students (EFTS). They have traditionally been 
taught entirely on campus in the capital, Honiara, 
with the majority also living on campus. 

SICHE is committed to the development of a sound 
distance education capability to give Solomon 
Islanders greater access to education and training, 
and since 1991 a new distance education course 
has been under preparation. The course is called 
the Adult Education Proficiency Award (Distance) -
or AEPAD - and during 1993 two units of the course, 
Mathematics and English, were delivered to the first 
intake of 50 students around the country. 
Development of the third General Studies unit has 
commenced and will be completed in 1994. 

The genesis of this course was actually a joint 
project of the Commonwealth of Learning (COL) 
and AIDAB for the continuing education of primary 
teachers. COL was established in 1988 by the 
Commonwealth Heads of Government and is based 
in Vancouver. Its fundamental mission is to promote 
the development of human resources through the 
application of distance education techniques and 
technologies in response to the developmental needs 
of member countries. The Australian contribution to 
COL has been paid in the form of an amount for 
"core" funding and larger amounts for the benefit of 
Commonwealth countries of the South Pacific and 
Southern Africa, with a Project Advisory Committee 
for each region determining the activities to be 
funded. 

Early in 1990 the Project Advisory Committee for the 
South Pacific allocated funds for the Solomon Islands 
project concerned with the continuing education of 
primary teachers through distance education. The 
objectives of the project were to study the feasibility 
of developing distance education at SICHE, to begin 
some staff development in this regard and to produce 
some trial distance education materials. By the time 
the consultant who led the project workshops wrote 
his report, the notion that distance education could 
be used to reduce or eliminate the number of 
untrained primary teachers in Solomon Islands had 
become integral to the project. It was estimated at 
the time that about 750, or one third, of the country's 
primary teachers were not fully trained, and a project 
which could reduce this number had obvious appeal. 

However, it was apparent that there were a number 
of obstacles to the training of untrained teachers by 
distance. One of the principal difficulties was that 
many untrained teachers did not have the necessary 
learning skills to undertake an advanced study 
based on a large volume of printed materials. Their 
knowledge of mathematics was also observed to be 
inadequate. For this reason the consultant 
recommended the development of a pre-certificate 
course for untrained teachers through distance 
education, focusing on basic English and 
mathematics and providing some practical guidance 
on teaching and classroom management. From 
that recommendation arose the decision to develop 
a general adult bridging course for Solomon 
Islanders who had not completed secondary school, 
rather than one restricted to untrained teachers. 
The bridging course comprises English, mathematics 
and a third general studies unit for which several 
options are being prepared - health studies, general 
science and classroom practice. Many of the first 
intake are untrained teachers, and they will probably 
choose to do the classroom practice option as their 
third unit. 

With the redirection of the project in 1991, work 
commenced on the in-country development of 
AEPAD, with existing SICHE staff and locally 



engaged course writers developing the mathematics 
and English units. The course is firmly based in the 
local context, drawing on the language, environment 
and experience of Solomon Islanders. The three 
units of the course are each of one semester's 
duration, delivered as modularised print materials. 
Each module represents one week's work and is 
designed to take students between seven and ten 
hours to complete. This traditional "correspondence" 
approach is supported by residential sessions, audio 
tapes and regular tutorials in the provincial centres 
with local tutors. 

Some of these tutorials are teletutorials conducted 
by SICHE on the Solomon Islands Distance 
Education Network (SIDEN). This network, installed 
and supported by COL, links a group of sites, each 
with special teleconferencing equipment, enabling 

students in locations around the country to participate 
simultaneously in interactive tutorial sessions 
conducted by SICHE in Honiara. There are eight 
provincial sites outside the network centre at SICHE, 
and delivery of the AEPAD mathematics and English 
units in 1993 has included regular teletutorials on 
SIDEN. 

SICHE staff are very pleased with the results of the 
first intake of AEPAD students, and it is clear that 
there is significant potential for all types and levels of 
education using this mixed-mode approach. Mixed-
mode delivery is particularly suitable for in-service 
education and training where it is impractical (and 
expensive) to bring groups of professionals to a 
single location for extended periods of time. 


