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In addressing the topic, this paper first 
outlines very briefly the problem of parents' 
participation in schools, then discusses 
some of the research evidence relating to 
parents' participation. The role of the school 
and teachers in effective communication is 
then examined. Finally, the paper looks at 
how parents can be involved and the 
resulting benefits. 

The Problem 

In Fiji and many other small island states in 
the Pacific, one of the problems faced by the 
formal education system has been the lack 
of parental and community involvement and 
participation in schools, and the consequent 
lack of support for children's education. 

For most parents and community members, 
educating their children through indigenous 
processes and strategies has been part of 
everyday life through their communal-based 
culture. The socialisation of the child, not 
only in relevant knowledge and skills but 
also in values and attitudes, was considered 
important in the development of the child 
and her/his future role as an adult in the 
community. 

However, when learning became 
institutionalised, many parents assumed that 
the education of their children was the full 
responsibility of the school and the teachers, 
and surrendered their teaching responsibility 
to the teachers at school. This problem was 
identified by the Fiji Education Commission 
of 1969 which reports that the education of 
the children and young people of Fiji will be 
more productive if at the same time wider 
education opportunities are provided for 
their fathers and mothers. 

Research Evidence 

Teachers often allege that parents, 
particularly those in low socio-economic 
strata, are apathetic about their children's 
education. Such a lack of interest is inferred 
from the failure of many parents to make 
contact with the school. 

However, research (Kedrayate 1995; 
Sharma 1999) reveals that children whose 
parents show high levels of interest in and 
association with the schools continue to "pull 
ahead" of other students, including those 
with greater initial ability. It seems that 
parental attitudes towards education may be 
more influential than their socio-economic 
level. 

In general, it appears that pupils' 
achievements in schools are significantly 
related to their parents' expectations, 
attitudes, goals, activities and involvement in 
schools. High parental expectations backed 
with their support and love have a direct and 
positive influence on their children's learning 
and achievement in all areas. As parental 
expectations increase, so do children's 
learning and achievement; as students 
perform better in school, parents further 
increase their educational expectations 
which, in turn, provide further motivation for 
students to improve their performance. 

The research in Fiji has also found that, 
while participation of parents has increased 
through the voluntary efforts of teachers, 
parental and community participation in 
schools is still largely equated with the 
physical operation of the schools such as 
fundraising for maintenance, new buildings 
and equipment. Making a direct impact on 
the educational development of their 
children has been minimal. 

Some of the studies in this research have 
found that parents' activities with their 
children, such as going to libraries, 
museums and concerts, reading to their 
children and getting them material which 
provides some indirect educational benefit, 
appear to have a more positive effect than 
efforts to directly teach their children and 
manage their homework. 

What can the school do? 

Parents and community members becoming 
more involved with the school requires the 
attitude that education is a partnership. The 



concept of partnership recognises that 
education is a task shared by the home, the 
community and the school, and it is an 
overlapping responsibility. However, it is 
impossible for parents to initiate and 
maintain involvement with the school unless 
this is approved or encouraged by the 
teachers. It has been observed that parents 
tend to gain access to schools by 
permission rather than by right. If this is so, 
then there is a need for the school to make 
an effort to reduce the sense of social 
distance between the school and the 
parents, by emphasising to parents and 
community members their importance to 
their children's educational development and 
their responsibility as primary educators. 
This will build the parents' self-confidence 
and self-esteem. 

Teachers need to welcome parents and 
community members and create an 
atmosphere of respect, acceptance and 
human contact. The attitudes of teachers 
towards parents and community involvement 
are crucial to the development of the 
children and the school. 

We live in a multi-cultural society and family 
structures have changed quite a lot in recent 
years, particularly in urban areas. Because 
today's family is changing, we as educators 
need to redefine our strategies that establish 
and maintain lines of communication 
between home, community and the school. 
We need to examine our attitudes and 
eliminate any biases so we can fully accept 
each child and his or her family network. 

Communicating with Parents 

In relating to parents and community 
members, teachers have to communicate. 
Real communication between parents and 
teachers is a major purpose of involvement 
and participation. It is the teachers' 
responsibility to put the parents and 
community members at ease so that there 
can be an open, two-way communication 
which will benefit the parent and the child. 
Parents like hearing about their children and 
their accomplishments. The teacher will 
need to be a good listener, in order to learn 
from the parent and talk in the language 
they can both understand. Every effort 

should be made to bridge communication 
barriers. 

To effectively communicate, teachers need 
to understand and recognise the individuality 
of parents, their problems, their needs and 
the situation in which they live. As teachers, 
we need to recognise parents' abilities and 
limitations so that we will be in a better 
position to organise realistic types of 
involvement and participation for them. 
Teachers need to be familiar with 
community resources and co-operate with 
other agencies so that their services are 
utilised for the benefit of children, parents 
and educational centres. Some parents 
have low self-esteem and find it 
overwhelming to take an active role in their 
child's education. Teachers can give 
positive encouragement to them and 
establish an atmosphere of trust, approval 
and support through a friendly working 
relationship with parents and communities. 

Teachers need to relate to all parents and 
avoid personality clashes, which will 
adversely affect their relationship and thus 
the child. When an atmosphere of caring 
and love is created at the school, parents 
and community members can benefit 
greatly. Teachers should care for the 
children and caring is a genuine inner 
feeling. But it will be tried and tested in 
many situations. Care and concern develop 
within a person and cannot be learned from 
books. Commitment to the work is 
necessary if the teachers are to be a support 
to parents. 

Parents and Community Involvement 

Parents and community members can be 
involved in a great variety of ways. They 
can accompany children and teachers on 
school picnics, educational trips, sports trips 
and camps. In formal programmes, parents 
with skills and knowledge can take part in 
story-telling of legends, teaching dances and 
music and also traditional crafts using local 
materials. Parents can attend group 
discussions to discuss children's progress 
with teachers. They can assist with 
fundraising and social events. They can be 
involved in discussions on child 
development, child safety, health and 
nutrition, multi-cultural awareness and other 



social issues that relate to their roles as 
parents. 

Conclusion 

Through involvement and participation, 
parents can understand and appreciate how 
their children grow and learn, and how this 
can be extended into their homes. They can 
recognise the qualities they possess and 
develop greater belief in themselves and 
their worth as individuals. They can also 
increase their knowledge of community 
resources and facilities and how these can 
be used to improve family and community 
living. Parents can develop more family 
togetherness though involvement in projects 
and activities with their children. 

It is when opportunities are made available 
and parents are motivated that they can 
actively participate for their development 
that will ultimately benefit the children. 
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