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As a newcomer to the region, and a 
freshman on the staff of USP, I feel that I 
have joined a project wi th a long history. 
The idea of offering a degree level 
qualification for primary teachers goes 
back to the eighties, but it is only this 
year at the end of the nineties that the 
programme has finally started. This year, 
more than sixty participants are enrolled in 
the first cohort of teachers taking the final 
t w o years of the BEd Primary degree as 
an in-service programme. Teachers from 
throughout the USP region are enrolled as 
full-time students, and others from Fiji 
have joined on a part-time basis. The 
quality of the students is excellent, 
suggesting that there is a pool of 
experienced teachers who have much to 
contribute to a programme which is 
designed to encourage collaboration in 
development between teachers, the 
university and the education communities 
of the region. 

It is this element of reciprocity and 
engagement that characterises the new 
degree programme, and the hope is that it 
will become a model for the increased 
emphasis on teacher education, both 
within the university and in the region as 
a whole. The philosophy underlying the 
programme is that effective teacher 
training is experiential, and that the 
process of developing and refining teacher 
thinking both begins and ends in the 
classroom. For this reason, participants 
are encouraged to investigate and become 
involved in classrooms, engage in group 
work and field research, solve problems, 
and experience methods relevant to 
primary children's in-school and extra 
curricular lives. Rather than simply 
dictating methods and approaches, the 
aim of the programme is to equip teachers 
wi th the means to make principled 
decisions based on the needs of their 
children and the specific requirements of 
their context. 

Several features of the new programme 
are innovations in the university's teacher 
education programme. For example, the 
Practicum, or teaching practice element, 
has been designated as a course in its 
own right. This gives priority and 
flexibility to an area which is being viewed 
as increasingly important throughout the 
wor ld, where notions of professional 
reflection on practice have taken a central 
place in teacher education. The 
opportunity for participants to evaluate 
and fol low up their teaching is offered in 
the new programme, as well as the 
opportunity to develop and demonstrate 
their competencies in planning and 
delivery. Appraisal of teaching practice 
takes the form of individual teacher 
profiles, which are aimed at providing a 
supportive and purposeful adjunct to the 
participant's professional development. 
School-based inquiry takes a prominent 
place throughout the programme, so that 
the practicum takes on an additional role 
as a vehicle for completing and 
consolidating course work and university-
based projects. 

Another innovative element of the new 
BEd programme is the Special Topic 
strand which provides participants wi th 
the opportunity to explore an area of the 
primary curriculum through guided 
individual research. The hope is that 
graduating teachers will be able to take 
this specialisation into their schools and 
use their particular expertise to become 
curriculum area leaders or co-ordinators. 
This course allows participants to conduct 
in-depth research, and their final project 
report represents the equivalent of an 
extended essay or dissertation. 

Also widening the scope of individualised 
learning in undergraduate studies in 
education is the Professional Issues 
course. All participants will study topics 



concerning children wi th special needs, 
and administrative practices in primary 
schools. Participants will then pursue an 
individual project, either on one of the 
above topics, or on teaching and learning 
or culture and the curriculum. As with 
many of the courses offered as part of the 
BEd programme, this will involve school 
visits and fieldwork in primary schools. 

Values in Education is a course that 
addresses an issue which is currently high 
on the regional agenda, that of the 
teaching and learning of values, attitudes 
and moral reasoning in our rapidly 
changing wor ld. The question of what 
values are, and their importance in the 
school as a community and across the 
curriculum are highlighted. Through 
developing teacher skills of observation, 
recognition, discussion, situation analysis 
and critical thinking, and working 
collaboratively on group projects, 
participants will develop their own 
thinking about and recognition of values in 
the school context, and strategies for 
their teaching and assessment. 

The structure of the programme outlined 
above is built on a strong foundation of 
curriculum studies. Participants study 
either Arts or Physical and Leisure 
Education, and also fol low courses dealing 
wi th the teaching of language, 
mathematics, science, social studies and 
literacy. Complementing these are the 
courses Curriculum Development and 
Educational Psychology. Presently, these 
are only parts of the BEd Primary 
programme which are offered under the 
university's extension, or distance learning 
mode. However, in accordance wi th the 
university policy and in line wi th the 
original design of the programme, several 
courses at present only available on 
campus will be offered to extension 
students by 2 0 0 1 . This will involve 
another exciting aspect for the USP's 
Education Department in that, to maintain 
the experiential approach, it will be 
necessary to engage in partnerships wi th 
other institutions and organisations in 
order to deliver the programme across the 
region. Through innovation and creative 

solutions, such problems are overcome, 
and progress and development occur. As 
part of this process, it is hoped that the 
BEd primary programme will make a 
significant contribution towards preparing 
the children of the region for the 
challenges and opportunities of the new 
century. 


