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As the Class 2 teacher at Nadera Rishikul Primary School I began to use a whole language approach to 
English language learning in 1988. I took part as a trial teacher in the Ready to Read Project conducted 
by Sereima Lumelume and Barbara Moore of the Institute of Education at the University of the South 
Pacific. At first I was uncertain about the new ideas presented at the first workshop but gradually, as the 
children responded, I became more confident. 

I would like to share some of the highlights of the programme with you. 

The development of oral language 

The approaches used in the Ready to Read Programme brought about changes in the children's oral 
communication in English. 

When I first introduced 'Morning Talks' in Class 2, the children were too shy to talk, thinking of the 
mistakes they might make. I encouraged them to speak by asking questions and they responded with one 
or two words. I did not correct them but accepted what they said. Soon they became confident. 

They were allowed to express their ideas freely. For example, I would ask the children, 

"How did you spend your last weekend?" 

Their responses were, 

"I went to Lautoka to see my aunt." 

"I stayed home and helped my mother." 

"I went to a wedding." 

Many children understood and talked about their experiences in a natural way. They did not just repeat 
what their friends said because their language had developed through the rhymes, songs, shared reading, 
listening to stories and dramatisation that are a part of the programme. 

Soon the children who used to be reluctant to speak were no longer quiet. It was hard to tell who the slow 
learners were, for all the children could speak fluently. 

The teachers, parents and visitors to our school noticed the changes in the children's oral communication 
in English and enjoyed talking with them. 

The following example shows how children learn through the programme. 

One morning I asked my class, "What is today?" 
One child said, "It is Tuesday." 
Another one said, "No, it is Wednesday." 
Then a few other children said, "Tuesday" and the rest said, "Wednesday." 



I asked the children how they knew it was Wednesday. One little girl named Jyoti said, "Teacher, we got 
to think first. I know it is Wednesday because Wednesday is the third day of the week and I have come to 
school three days this week." 

The children had learnt about the days of the week from a rhyme card. This goes to show the importance 
of teaching rhymes to children. 

The development of a love of books 

In 1988 I introduced story-reading to children in Class 2. Most of the children did not have previous 
experience with books. 

On the first day, I read a book entitled My Brother Sean and the children enjoyed it. When I asked them 
to retell the story they did not respond, so I read it again. Then a child retold the story in two sentences 
which was quite encouraging. 

Every day I read a story to the class and the children took a keen interest in listening. They responded by 
saying, "It's a lovely story, thank you, teacher." I encouraged them to retell the stories and. as their 
understanding developed, they retold the stories in detail. 

One day a child was retelling a story. He stopped in the middle and the class thought he would not 
continue. They showed their appreciation by clapping. The child said, "Wait, I have not finished with my 
story. I am still on page 6. I was thinking about what happened next," and he confined from there. I still 
remember the boy because he did very well. I also remember him because he became a good storyteller. 

At times, three or four children retold a story, taking turns. One child started and the others continued 
after one or two events till the end. This method is very effective. Children follow the events carefully 
while they wait, and more children get the opportunity to participate in storytelling. 

One day, a visitor asked, "Which type of story do you like?" The children called out, "Once upon a time 
stories." The visitor smiled, and read a fairy tale to the children. The children's love of books grew as they 
heard and read more and more stories. 

One morning a child entered the classroom with a new book. He greeted me cheerfully and said, "Please 
Teacher, can you read this book to the class today. I want all the children to know this story because it is 
my favourite story book". 

The child's eyes were on the book all morning and I knew I had to read the book to the class. Soon other 
children started bringing books to school and I always found time to read them to the children. 

Although our children come from a low-cost housing estate, their parents bought story books for them. 
The children's love of books had touched their hearts. 

We did not have library books in Class 2 before, but now we have hundreds of them. All the teachers in 
my school show a keen interest in story reading and encourage the children to buy books. The Head 
Teacher also bought suitable books for all the classes with school funds. 

My sister's grandchildren call me "Book Nani". In Hindi nani means grandmother. I read stories to them 
and give books as presents. When they see me, they say "Book Nani is coming." Last year I went to 
Labasa to visit my sister's grandchildren. They were excited and happy to see me. They did not want 
lollies but waited for the story books which I quickly took out of my bag and gave to them. It did not stop 



there. They held my hands and asked me to read to them, which I did. The love of books brings about 
marked changes in children's reading. Children can proudly say, "I can read by myself." 

The development of writing 

Previously, the children did not write morning talks, or news and stories as they do with this new 
programme. After reading a few story books, I encourage the children to draw the character they like and 
write about it. They started well with the drawing but found difficulty in writing. I encouraged them to 
dictate to me and I wrote a sentence under their picture for them to copy. 

After a month, the children began writing their own sentences. They used approximations and self-corrected 
by checking their spelling from the vocabulary list and the rhyme cards on the walls. The children knew 
which words they were not sure of, as we adults do when we use a dictionary to check our spelling. It was 
amazing to see children writing so much on their own. Even the slower ones wrote two to three sentences. 
They shared their stories with their friends. Copies were made for a wall display and all the children took 
turns in reading them. Their written work improved greatly. It was like magic, to see that children could 
perform so well at Class 2 level. 

The brighter children helped the slower ones. They showed them how to look for the correct words. I 
encouraged them to write stories using story patterns and they did well. The children also made greeting 
cards for their friends and teachers in and outside school. Towards the end of the year they were able to 
write long stories. 

The teachers who visited my class were surprised to see the changes, and parents also made comments 
about their children's progress. The teachers from other schools want to know more about children's 
writing. Whenever we meet at meetings and weddings we talk about the children's progress and share our 
experiences. 

We all learn by sharing our experiences, so I hope that my experiences will help other teachers with their 
literacy programmes. The examples I have given are from English, but I use the same methods when 
teaching Hindi. The children enjoy this work and so do I. 


